World Wide Wet
==============

Two major entities have launched efforts to improve water safety in regions around the world. On 22 March 2004, World Water Day, the European Union announced it would set up a €500 million Water Facility to promote access to clean water and sanitation in Africa, the Caribbean, and the Pacific. The facility will involve countries in developing national water policies and offer loans to build basic infrastructure.

To help ensure safe drinking water in Haiti, Pakistan, and Sudan, USAID and four other public and private organizations announced the \$5 million Safe Drinking Water Alliance on 27 April 2004. The project will use an innovative coagulation/flocculation/disinfection water treatment system in its field work, which will focus on educational and marketing approaches to ensure that the new treatment systems get to those who need them the most.

Hydrogen Boost
==============

Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham announced on 27 April 2004 the first grants under a \$1.2 million White House plan to fund translational research and development of hydrogen fuel technology. This first \$350 million in grants will go toward studies in hydrogen storage, vehicle and infrastructure demonstrations and validation, fuel cell cost and durability research, and hydrogen education for schoolchildren.

Said Abraham at the Detroit press conference announcing the awards, "A hydrogen economy has the long-term potential to deliver greater energy independence by reducing America's dependence on foreign sources of energy." He added that hydrogen "offers immense environmental benefits that current energy technologies cannot meet."

Asian Dust Storm Surge
======================

Statistics in UNEP's *Global Environment Outlook Yearbook 2003*, released in March 2004, attest that thanks to desertification, dust and sand storms are affecting Northeast Asia nearly five times as often as they did in the 1950s, and the storms are growing in intensity. At a UNEP meeting in conjunction with the yearbook's release, Korean scientists said they are concerned that the sand and dust being transported by the storms is binding with other pollutants such as soot.

UNEP executive director Klaus Töpfer said the agency would, with the help of other organizations, set up a network of monitoring stations to standardize data collection, foster data sharing, and build early warning capacity. UNEP is also helping to develop a regional plan for alleviating Asian sand and dust storms.

Asthma Rising among Chinese Children
====================================

The Chinese Ministry of Health announced in May 2004 that the rate of asthma among Beijing children has risen by 1.6 times since 1990. China's rapid urbanization and commercialization, combined with a heavy reliance on coal-burning power plants and less stringent pollution laws, have led to severe air pollution in China's cities. According to the WHO, 7 of the world's 10 most polluted cities are in China. Indoor biomass burning in rural areas contributes to widespread respiratory diseases among children in those areas as well. The ministry also reports that approximately 20 million people in China suffer from asthma.

Climate of Cooperation
======================

The 47 countries and more than 24 scientific and environmental groups at the April 2004 Earth Observation Summit agreed on a 10-year plan for an international global climate watch system to help scientists assess changes in the Earth's climate, forecast natural disasters, and fight disease. Few details have been released, but the system could bolster support for agreements such as the Kyoto Protocol by pooling data and making them easier for policy makers to access.

The United States---although it has not signed the protocol---supports the monitoring system, which could help the nation save \$1 billion in energy costs annually. Data gathered by the system could also help farmers make better planting decisions and more accurately project market price trends. Delegates will meet again in 2005 to decide on standards and a governing body for the system.

School Utility Report Card
==========================

School systems can spend millions each year on energy bills---Florida's Orange County school system, for example, currently spends \$55 million. Because districts often receive one bill for multiple schools, it's hard to know where costs are greatest. So in April 2004, the Department of Energy launched the Utility Report Card, an online program to help school systems reduce their utility bills by tracking, evaluating, and charting energy consumption at individual schools. Developed with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Orange County Public Schools, Progress Energy, and Walt Disney World, the program also teaches students how to be better energy consumers. Orange County's Utility Report Card and contact information for other schools interested in participating is available online at **<http://www.utilityreportcards.com/>**.

Figures and Tables
==================

![](ehp0112-a0547bf1){#f1-ehp0112-a0547b}

![](ehp0112-a0547bf2){#f2-ehp0112-a0547b}

![](ehp0112-a0547bf3){#f3-ehp0112-a0547b}

![](ehp0112-a0547bf4){#f4-ehp0112-a0547b}
